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Conference teaches women to SHINE for Christ

Photo by Brittany N. Howerton

Shining — Jerra Dooley, founder of Gracefull Ministries, teaches women how they are Designed to SHINE 
at a North Gardendale Church conference Sept. 6 while donning her ‘personality-reflecting’ blouse.

By Brittany N. Howerton
The Alabama Baptist

After stumbling upon Jerra 
Dooley’s Gracefull Minis-
tries Web site, Kelly Bled-

soe, women’s ministry director at 
North Gardendale Baptist Church, 
knew she was just what her church 
needed for its third annual wom-
en’s ministry conference.

Recently licensed as a human 
behavior consultant, Dooley stud-
ies people’s natural behavior in-
clinations — in contrast to a psy-
chologist, who studies abnormal 
behaviors — focusing on spiritual 
gifts, heart, individuality, natural 
abilities and experiences to pres-
ent women with ways God has de-
signed them to SHINE.

“The most important thing for 
us to discover is 
Whose we are 
and not who we 
are,” she told the 
more than 60 
women attending 
the Designed to 
SHINE confer-
ence Sept. 6 at 
the North Jeffer-
son Baptist As-
sociation church. 
“Because when 
we find out who 
we are, that’s 
great, but if we 
don’t understand 
how that is sup-
posed to work together in the body 
of Christ as a child of the King, 
then it doesn’t work like it’s sup-
posed to at all. We need to let the 
Spirit indwell and empower us to 
be the people we need to be.”

The conference included four 
sessions led by Dooley and a se-
ries of worship times with Grace-
full Worship, a praise team con-
sisting of Dooley, Tina Hood and 
Michelle Johnson.

Kristina Millwood, a member 
of North Gardendale Baptist who 
attended the conference, learned 
God has already called her to do 
something. 

“Maybe I should stop trying to 
put it off because I won’t be good 
at it and just start trusting Him to 
do what He’s called me to do,” she 
said.

Millwood’s friend Allison 
Baldis, a member of Beechwood 
Baptist Church, Mount Olive, 
in North Jefferson Association, 
learned something about herself as 

well.
“It’s fun to 

learn why you 
are the way you 
are and why 
God has made 
you the way He 
did and that you 
don’t have to be 
like everyone 
else,” Baldis 
said, remember-
ing Dooley’s 
words: “You are 
unique and no 
one else is like 
you, and you 
can’t compare 

yourself to others and shouldn’t 
compare yourself to others.”

In 2002, while working as the 
communications coordinator at 
Valleydale Baptist Church, Bir-
mingham, Dooley began Gracefull 

Ministries with the intent to share 
“God’s transforming grace.”

She has since stepped out of the 
staff position at the Birmingham 
Baptist Association church to take 
on Gracefull as a full-time minis-
try, traveling throughout the coun-
try speaking at conferences and 
leading worship through Grace-
full Worship. Dooley continues 
to serve at Valleydale as women’s 
ministry leader.

She developed the Designed to 

SHINE conference with hopes of 
encouraging women in their every-
day life to function at their fullest 
potential to Christ’s glory.

“Because I feel Christ has done 
so much in my life and brought me 
through hardships and trials and 
seeing the way He has made the 
desires of my heart become reality, 

I want to see other women to do 
the same thing,” Dooley said.

Bledsoe said she would “defi-
nitely recommend” the conference 
to any other church or women’s 
ministry. “It was perfect and very 
worth it,” she said.

For more information, visit 
www.gracefull.org.

Weogufka’s Mount Moriah Church 
reaches out to local officials on 9/11
For the past three years, mem-

bers of Mount Moriah Baptist 
Church, Weogufka, in Central 
Baptist Association have gathered 
with local emergency respond-
ers to commemorate the events of 
Sept. 11, 2001.

The service is intended to honor 
those who lost their lives in the ter-
rorist attacks and to show apprecia-
tion for the work and sacrifices of 
Coosa County firefighters from six 
local fire departments, all of whom 
volunteer their time and services for 
the benefit of their communities. 

This is the second year that the 
local sheriff’s department has also 
been included in the service.

“It’s been very meaningful to 

have it, to our church, and to the 
fire departments, and to the sher-
iff’s department,” said Linda Gos-
wick, a member of Mount Moriah 
who helped plan the event.

In addition to featuring speakers 
and music, the service recognized 
each firefighter and officer who 
attended and presented them with 
either a firefighter’s New Testa-
ment or a law enforcement New 
Testament. 

About 100 people attended the 
service, which was followed by a 
dinner hosted by the church.

“Our church thoroughly en-
joys doing that and letting the 
volunteers know we appreci-
ate them,” Goswick said.  (TAB)


